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For example:
!""#$**+,-.#/+012.*'"+.%*-314567

• A document URI

!""#$**+,-.#/+012.*'"+.%*-314567&"!'()

• A thing described by that document

Others linking to your data and referring to the 
thing you describe can differentiate between them 
properly (“I like this data” versus “I like this animal”).
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• Employ HTTP Content Negotiation to serve 
different representations of documents to different 
clients.

• RDF/XML is the most widely-supported 
serialisation of RDF in consumers at present.

• The data format landscape doesn’t stand still: best 
practice will change over time.

• Other RDF serialisations (and non-RDF formats) 
exist, and it’s good to serve them too if you can.

Implications
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For example:

thing

http://example.com/items/abc1234#thing

document

http://example.com/items/abc1234

HTTP request

HTML

Includes an Accept header

Content-Location:
http://example.com/items/abc1234.html

Content-Location:
http://example.com/items/abc1234.rdf

representations

server picks a suitable representation 
based upon the Accept header
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• Avoid using other people’s domain names in your 
canonical URIs.

• Avoid deriving URIs from metadata liable to need 
correction or otherwise changing over time (such 
as titles).

• When URIs do eventually need to change, handle 
this gracefully through 301 redirects and 410 
(“Gone”) responses.

Implications
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V. Link and cross-
reference
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• It’s fine to publish descriptions of things “owned” 
by other people: create your own identifiers for 
them and link between them.

• Similarly, if you can, link to other people publishing 
descriptions of things you “own”.

• Use 2I/$%-.+?% to indicate where two URIs really 
do refer to the same thing.

• Don’t feel the need to generate your own URIs 





http://patterns.dataincubator.org/book/
http://patterns.dataincubator.org/book/
http://www.w3.org/Provider/Style/URI.html
http://www.w3.org/Provider/Style/URI.html
http://www.iana.org/assignments/media-types/index.html
http://www.iana.org/assignments/media-types/index.html
http://www.iana.org/assignments/media-types/index.html
http://www.iana.org/assignments/media-types/index.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Content_negotiation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Content_negotiation


http://httpd.apache.org/docs/current/mod/mod_negotiation.html
http://httpd.apache.org/docs/current/mod/mod_negotiation.html
http://httpd.apache.org/docs/current/mod/mod_negotiation.html
http://httpd.apache.org/docs/current/mod/mod_negotiation.html
http://vocab.deri.ie/void
http://vocab.deri.ie/void
http://vocab.deri.ie/void/autodiscovery
http://vocab.deri.ie/void/autodiscovery
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• http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-type-
vocabulary/

•

http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-type-vocabulary/
http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-type-vocabulary/
http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-type-vocabulary/
http://dublincore.org/documents/dcmi-type-vocabulary/
http://purl.org/NET/mediatypes
http://purl.org/NET/mediatypes
http://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-ietf-http-alternates
http://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-ietf-http-alternates
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Case Study:
BBC /programmes
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“Thing” URI

!""#$**III03310120KA*#92)9-..+%*3L41#GJ3&#92)9-..+

• The fragment identifier — &#92)9-..+ — is used to 
differentiate information about the programme itself 
from the document describing it by giving them distinct 
URIs which are both dereferenced to the same 
document.

• Dereferencing this URI results in a request for the URI 
without the &#92)9-..+ fragment identifier.
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RDF/XML 
representation URL

!""#$**III03310120KA*#92)9-..+%*3L41#GJ309FG

• When clients indicate that they prefer -##/'1-"'2(*
9FGM,./, they will be delivered this resource which 
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HTML (human-facing) 
representation URL

!""#$**III03310120KA*#92)9-..+%*3L41#GJ30!"./

• This representation will generally be provided to 
ordinary web browsers requesting information about 
the programme.
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For example:

thing

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01cpfvb#programme

document

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01cpfvb

HTTP request

HTML

Includes an Accept header

Content-Location:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01cpfvb.html

Content-Location:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01cpfvb.rdf

representations

server picks a suitable representation 
based upon the Accept header
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Try it! (with 4567)


