EGRAM FROM BRITISH EMBASSY BEIJING, 21.12.2005

Subject CHINA: THE THREE GORGES DAM; SCENERY AND STURGEON
MAKE WAY FOR CONCRETE



4. The projects have been planned, and money has been allocated for implementation,
by Beijing. Interlocutors focussed almost exclusively on infrastructure construction,



neighbouring collectives to see if they are willing to redistribute land, buy an urban
residence permit, move out of the area, or move in with relatives. In an area of
intensive cultivation the first two options are unlikely to be successful, leaving
farmers little recourse but to move out of the area in search of employment.

10. Corruption has dogged resettlement work. One official from Wushan in
Chongging Municipality was sentenced to death with a two year reprieve in
November this year after being found guilty of embezzling RMB 4 million (US$
500,000). By the end of 2003, a total of 310 cases involving the misuse of
resettlement funds had been uncovered, involving 349 suspects and RMB 58.67
million (US$7.07 million).

COMMENT

11. Given China’s rapidly growing demand for power, there was an inevitability to
the construction of the Three Gorges Dam as part of an energy strategy under which



