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ITT Special Terms 

1. Editorial  

Rip Off Britain is a highly successful BBC One topical consumer series, investigating viewers’ stories of 



Rio Off Britain Invitation to Tender (ITT) 

5 

2. Timetable 
TABLE 1 

Stage Indicative (by*) 
date** 

Step 

1. ITT P7 0.5 0.5 re
f*65 20.76 706.7 1 41.275 re
f*
3n0**



mailto:competitive.tendering@bbc.co.uk
https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/information-for-industry/tv/regional-production-programming
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/information-for-industry/tv/regional-production-programming
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Evaluated 
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Each Award Criterion will be weighed and scored a on a scale of 1 to 10 (where 1 is poor and 10 is excellent).  
Information about the Award Criteria weightings and the associated scoring method will be provided to the longlist 



/commissioning/diverse-productions
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/152450/regional-production-and-regional-programme-guidance-from-2021.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/152450/regional-production-and-regional-programme-guidance-from-2021.pdf
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/ofcom-out-of-london-definitions.pdf
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/ofcom-out-of-london-definitions.pdf
https://www.screenskills.com/bookings/bullying-harassment-training/c826a9ab-75b5-4927-baff-69b992487967/
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The incumbent producer for the programme, BBC Studios, have confirmed that they will be bidding for this tender.  

 

7. Transfer of Undertaking (Protection of Employment) 

 We anticipate that TUPE provisions are likely to apply to this tender.   

 

8. Third Party Investment/Distribution 

Distribution rights are available and more information will be provided at the Secondary Information stage. 

 

9. Production and delivery requirement  

The production will need to qualify as Northern England including having an already established substantive base 
in the North West. This should include maintaining (or establishing, if necessary) a production office in Greater 
Manchester.  

 

10. Warranties (read, signed & returned where applicable)   

The successful Tenderer shall produce and deliver to the BBC the Programme detailed in these ITT Special Terms 
and as laid out in the ITT General Terms on the basis set out herein.  

By agreeing to participate in this process the potential Tenderer 

https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html
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ITT General Terms  

Section A – Introduction  

1. BACKGROUND  

1.1 The BBC provides a diverse range of broadcast services under a Royal Charter.  The greater portion of the BBC’s 
income comes from the licence fee.  In spending this money, the BBC has an obligation to demonstrably secure 
best value for money for the licence fee payer in all aspects of its day-to-day activities.  

1.2 The BBC is unique in British broadcasting.  Its reputation is built on quality, public service, distinctiveness, 
objectivity and indigenous programme making.   

1.3 Recent years have seen fundamental changes in the broadcasting industry, with more competition and a wider 
range of services.  The BBC now offers numerous TV channels, an online presence, major radio networks and over 
40 local radio stations, as well as a range of other services.   

1.4 As part of the BBC Charter & Agreement the BBC has committed to opening up more of the hours of programming 
that previously formed part of the in-house production guarantee.  Some of this competition will be through 
putting existing returning series out to a tender process which will be open to any supplier, subject to meeting the 
eligibility requirements set out in this Invitation to Tender. 

1.5 A key part of demonstrating value for money in delivering the BBC’s services is the continuing need to form 
effective and strategic supplier relationships and to work with suppliers to maximise efficiency and innovation to 
the BBC and work closely together for mutual benefits.   

1.6 In its relationships with content suppliers, the BBC is looking for ways in which the supply of content can help it 
meet its overarching strategic objectives; commitment to impartiality and building trust with audiences, producing 
unique, high impact content, connecting with our audiences via online and digital platforms and maximising 
financial value for licence fee payers. Also, its commitments to improve diversity, appealing to younger audiences, 
growing sustainable production across the UK, impartiality and supporting the plurality of the BBC’s content 
supply.  In submitting responses, Tenderers should emphasise the ways in which their bid can specifically support 
delivery of these objectives.    

1.7 For further information on the BBC’s business activities, please visit the BBC Commissioning website.  

2. SCOPE  

2.1 This opportunity is for any Tenderer, based in the UK, whether qualifying independent producers, (within the 
meaning of the Broadcasting (Independent Productions) Order 1991, as amended); or non-qualifying independent 
producers; or BBC Studios. Find more information.   

2.2 The winning Tenderer (“Successful Tenderer”) will be expected to demonstrate that it has the skills to deliver, or 
the ability to acquire and manage the skills to deliver, the production of the Programme in accordance with this 
ITT.  In particular, Tenderers (individual producers or partnerships) will only be made eligible if they meet the 
Eligibility Criteria set out in the ITT Special Terms.   

2.3 Tenderers unable to meet the BBC’s requirements on their own could seek complementary third parties to work 
with in partnership.  The Tender Eligibility Form (“TEF”) should include responses for each partner and the response 
to the ITT should: (a) include details of the responsibilities of each partner; (b) outline the principal personnel who 
will be responsible for the production and delivery of the Programme; and (c) explain how working in partnership 
would be successfully achieved. If Tenderers do intend to work in partnership with third parties to meet the BBC 
requirements, it should be noted that the BBC preference is to contract with one lead producer only. 

2.4 The Evaluation Team will seek opinion and evaluation input from subject matter experts, e.g., production experts, 
procurement, finance, technology, etc. 

2.5 The BBC is a signatory to, and will abide by the principles of, the APC Code (pdf) . 

Subject to Section A, paragraph 5.0, the BBC will keep confidential all commercially sensitive information included 
in responses to this ITT and will only use such information for the purposes of evaluating the ITT Response, 
provided that the Tenderer has identified the confidential nature of any such information in their response 
documents.  

2.6 As outlined in Section C, Tenderers submit responses to this ITT and take part in this process at their own cost. 

3. CONTRACT  

/commissioning
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1991/1408/made
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/site/apc-code-practice-2022.pdf
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3.1 The contract for the Programme will be for the terms as set out in the ITT Special Terms and the ITT General Terms 
and will cover the production, transmission and delivery of the Programme as defined herein. The BBC may extend 
the contract period subject to agreement, upon similar contract terms. 

3.2 The contract will reflect the existing arrangement that production of the Programme is offered on a work-for-hire 
basis: all rights in the Programme will be vested in the BBC; any enhancements to the formats as a result of the 
Successful Tenderer’s ideas shall be assigned to the BBC; and the BBC shall not be obliged to re-commission the 
Successful Tenderer.   

3.3 The BBC reserves the right to vary the start date of the contract as may be required to take into account the 
Successful Tenderer’s transition plan and any related issues identified. 

4. TENDER PROCESS  

The tender process will involve the following stages: 

4.1 Stage 1: Tender Eligibility  

https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html
https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html
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4.3.3 Shortlisted Tenderers will be issued with more detailed production personnel data and there will then be a further 
conversation with the BBC to clarify each Shortlisted Tenderer’s position regarding the possible transfer of people, 
any corresponding undertakings and the impact these may have on their ITT Response (“TUPE Conversation”).  If 
the BBC decides to either further shortlist or conduct second interviews, then the TUPE Conversation will be 
between the BBC and only those selected or invited to a second interview.  At this meeting Shortlisted Tenderers 
will also be asked for any additional information to enable transition planning.  Any information will be specified 
ahead of the conversation. 

4.4 Stage 4:  Award decision  

4.4.1 The Evaluation Team will then evaluate the Shortlisted Tenderer’s responses against the Award Criteria to take 
account of the interview meeting.   

4.4.2 Before a final award decision is made, the BBC may decide to:  

¶ provide further Programme information; 

¶ require further clarifications or documentation from the Shortlisted Tenderers; 

https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html
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with the current distributor, if applicable, prior to the final interview with the BBC, in order to discuss their 

proposed specification. 

5. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

5.1 

/foi/
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Section B – Requirements 

1.

/commissioning/documents/delivery-items-january-2025.pdf
/delivery/
/delivery/
/delivery/portrayal
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4.2. In order to inform overall production talent considerations and enable Tenderers to make an assessment regarding 
the potential application of TUPE, the BBC will release an indication of the current production roles, and any 
relevant information of those currently employed on RIP OFF BRITAIN. This will be included in the Secondary 
information referred to in Section 5 of the Special Terms. 

4.3. Prior to the last stage of evaluation, the BBC will engage with the remaining Tenderers to discuss the impact of 
their assumptions regarding TUPE on their bid.  This will include reaching an understanding of the proposed 
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Section C – Instruction to Tenderers 

 

1. TENDER SUBMISSION  

1.1 The TEF, NDA and the ITT Response should be submitted using the Bravo/Jaggaer portal where instructions for 
using the portal can be found.  

1.2 The TEF, NDA and ITT Response must be received no later than 1400hrs on the dates set out in the timetable in 
the ITT Special Terms. 

1.3 The tender documents should be submitted as an electronic version and should either be protected as a “read 
only” MsWord file or saved as a pdf file or equivalent.  The BBC will only accept a document submission for the ITT 
Response, which we would expect to be no more than 25 sides of A4. If anything, further is required, the BBC will 
inform Eligible Tenderers.   

1.4 Tender documents are submitted entirely at the Tenderer’s own risk.  Tenderers are strongly advised to submit 
their final responses in good time to avoid the possibility of difficulties caused by unforeseen network or 
transmission problems.   

1.5 This ITT is not a contract. However, the information contained in this ITT, together with the responses of the 
Successful Tenderer will form the basis of the final Contract between the BBC and the Successful Tenderer. The 
BBC will consider the ITT Responses to be accurate representations of the Tenderer’

https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/web/login.html
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2.2.2 The proposals for funding the production and delivery of the Programme as set in Section B, paragraph 3.0, taking 
into account the information in this ITT and any other Secondary Information supplied during the tender process. 

Part 3 – Risk Management   

2.3.1 The ITT Response should identify specific risks and the processes or systems that will be put in place to manage 
the identified risks.   

2.3.2 The response on Risk management should include a detailed transition plan and an explanation of how the 

https://bbc.bravosolution.co.uk/
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Rio Off Britain Invitation to Tender (ITT) 

20 

7.4 PUBLICITY - Tenderers shall not, without the prior consent of the BBC, make any reference to the BBC in any 
advertising, promotional or published material, nor speak in public about the BBC or its affairs in connection with 
this Tender.   

7.5 USE OF BBC LOGO - Tenderers must not use or reproduce any BBC logo or otherwise make reference to the BBC 
without the prior consent of the BBC, other than to the extent required in order to prepare a response to the ITT. 

7.6 INDUCEMENT - The offering of inducement of any kind in relation to obtaining this or any other contract with the 
BBC will automatically disqualify a Tenderer and may constitute a criminal offence. 

 

  



/delivery/policies-guidelines
https://www.livingwage.org.uk/
/commissioning/documents/commissioning-specification.docx
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5.1 The provisions set out in the editorial, technical & delivery and financial sections of the Requirement in Section B 
shall be reflected as terms of the Contract. 

6. TERMINATION AND TAKEOVER 

6.1 Following review of the Contract, the BBC shall have the right to terminate and/or takeover, if it determines in 
 its absolute discretion that the delivery of the Programme by the Producer 
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