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physical programme sales revenue received by BBC Studios Distribution 
Ltd minus (a) sales tax (b) a 30% platform retention deducted by BBC 
Studios Distribution Ltd  and (c) customer refunds” 
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CC. “Script”: an original dramatic work whether intended for production by live 
action or by animation, (including a script intended to form part of a Series) 
described in the Deal Memo and including all drafts and revisions 

 
DD. “SCTW”: Secondary Channel Transmission Window; the window period 

during which a Programme may be Transmitted on a Secondary Channel or 
BBC Three  

 
EE. “Secondary Channel”: BBC Three TV
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1. Application of Agreement 
 
 
The Television and Online Drama and Comedy Script Agreement (“TODCSA”) 
formerly known as the Television Script Agreement (TSA) shall be replaced by the 
terms of this Agreement and renamed the “BBC Script Agreement for Television and 
Online” (SATO).  
 
The General Script Agreement (“GSA”) shall no longer apply to Scripts 
commissioned after 21st September 2015 for any and all types. The terms of this 
‘BBC Script Agreement for Television and Online’ shall apply to all GSA contracts 
previously commissioned.   
 
From 1st April 2017, the BBC undertakes to commission the writing of English 
language Scripts for television or online whether live action or animation in 
accordance with this Agreement.  Scripts of sketch material and animation scripts for 
children’s programming of any duration shall be commissioned under alternative 
relevant BBC agreement
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3. Rights 
 
3.1 In consideration of the payment of the  full Fee as the basis for making one 

Programme only based on the Script in return for the Fee and various further 
payments as set out in this Agreement, the Writer shall by signing the Deal 
Memo grant to the BBC absolutely with full title guarantee an exclusive and 
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4.4
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not been specifically set out in this Agreement shall be subject to 
determination in accordance with the mechanism of the Forum. 

 
8.4acco

Forum.
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the Writer’s home address so as to assist the collective administration body to 
identify those entitled to receive monies collected and held by it as a result of 
its activities as a collective administration body. 

 
 
10. Miscellaneous uses 
  
The 
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19. Long Running Series 
 
19.1 Where the Programme for which the Script is commissioned does not fall 

within the definition of a Long Running Series at the time of commissioning but 
subsequent scripts are based on the same Format which do constitute a Long 
Running Series then the Script shall upon the first such subsequent 
commission become subject where applicable to the terms in this Agreement 
relating to Long Running Series provided that the Writer shall not be required 
to repay any Advance under Schedule One, Seven and Eight.. 

 
19.2 If 
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(or any part of it) will be the subject of a negotiation in good faith in order for 
the script to be taken over by the BBC.  

 
20. Credit 
 
20.1 The Writer shall be entitled to screen credit either at the beginning or end of 

the programme based on the Script and such credit shall be either adjacent to 
the main title of the programme or to the credit for the producer or director and 
shall not be inferior in size of type, duration and prominence to that given to 
the producer or director. 

 
20.2 Whenever reasonably possible and in any event wherever either the producer 

or the director is credited the Writer shall receive similar credit online and in 
any BBC publicity handouts to the press (except in the case of Long Running 
Series).  Where either the producer or director receives a credit online and in 
any BBC publicity handouts to the press in respect of an individual episode of 
a Long Running Series the writer shall receive similar credit. 

 
20.3 If clause 16.4 above applies  or in other circumstances where more than one 

writer is writing the Script the BBC will negotiate with the Writer as to whether 
the appropriate credit should be as writer of the Script (being either a sole or 
shared credit) or as writer of the storyline upon which the Script is based. 

 
20.4 Any inadvertent failure on the part of the BBC or any third party to comply with 

clauses 20.1 and 20.2 above shall not be deemed to be a breach of this 
Agreement. 

 
20.5 A breach of clauses 20.1 and 20.2 above shall not entitle the Writer to seek 

injunctive relief and the Writer’s sole remedy shall be in damages. 
 
20.6 The BBC will use reasonable endeavours to rectify promptly any breach of 

clauses 20.1 and 20.2 above. 
 
20.7  All of the above credits are subject to the broadcaster’s guidelines, exclusions 

and restrictions.  
 
21. Copy of Programme 
 
The Writer shall be entitled to a link to download a copy of the Programme when 
available based upon the Writer’s Script. 
 
22. Attendance and Expenses 
 
22.1 The Writer shall have the right to attend the read through and all rehearsals 

and recordings of the Script (except for Doctors and EastEnders), except in 
circumstances where the producer has set out in writing reasonable grounds 
to request otherwise, and the Writer shall be paid an attendance fee and 
expenses for up to two such attendances. 
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22.2 In addition to the above the BBC may request the Writer to attend rehearsals 
and recordings for which it will pay an attendance fee. 

 
22.3 If the BBC requests the Writer to attend on other occasions for consultation, 

the BBC will pay expenses only. 
 
22.4 Attendance fees and expenses shall not be payable in circumstances where 

the Writer is in any event contractually required to attend in another capacity. 
 
23. Confidentiality 
 
By signing the Deal Memo the Writer agrees not to disclose to any person (other than 
professional advisors) confidential information relating to the contents of the Script or 
the BBC’s plans for the development 





   

   23 



   

   24 

 
35. Nature of the Agreement 
 
The Agreement between the BBC the PMA and the WGGB is not intended to and 
does not create a legally-binding contract between the organisations and is binding 
upon them only in honour.  Similarly, any additions or amendments to the Agreement 
which may be agreed between the BBC the PMA and the WGGB will be binding upon 
them only in honour. 
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d) If the Programme is Transmitted on BBC One or BBC Two, a fee of 100% of 

the Fee is payable as an Advance less fees paid or credited against the 
Advance for any SCTWs including the fee paid on FDPP as set out in clause 2 
(b) above. 

 
e) Where a programme has a BBC One or BBC Two Transmission confirmed at 

the point of commission the 100% Advance will be payable on FDPP instead of 
the 10% payment provided for in clause 2 (b) above. 
 

f) Should the BBC wish to Transmit the Programme on BBC Three Linear the 
BBC shall pay (or there shall be credited against the Advance): 
i. 10% of the Fee to acquire unlimited Transmissions on BBC Three 

Linear during a twelve month SCTW; or 
ii. 5% of the Fee to acquire unlimited Transmissions on BBC Three Linear 

during a six month SCTW; or 
iii. 2.5% of the Fee to acquire unlimited Transmissions on BBC Three 

Linear during a three month SCTW. 
After expiry of the SCTW further SCTWs may be purchased subject to 
payment (or subject to credit against the Advance) of the relevant fees above. 
Each SCTW begins on the day of firs/F1 (f)28( )-22F1 1 595.5 842 re
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g) Should the BBC wish to Transmit the Programme on BBC Four or BBC 
Scotland, the BBC shall pay (or there shall be credited against  the Advance) 
10% of the Fee to acquire unlimited transmissions during a six month SCTW 
which shall begin on first Transmission of the Programme on BBC Four or BBC 
Scotland. On expiry of the initial six month SCTW, further SCTWs may be 
purchased subjec
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE  
 

SCHEDULE THREE 
 

BBC EXTRACT USAGE 
 

 
 1. DRAMA EXTRACTS IN NEW PROGRAMMES 

 
1.1 The BBC shall be entitled without consent to make use of extracts from the 

Programme based on the Script for incorporation in new programmes on 
payment to the Writer of the applica
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2.3 If the new programme in which the extract is incorporated is intended for first 
transmission on BBC One or BBC Two, the BBC shall pay the Writer:  

 
a) the Extract Pro Rata Fee to acquire one Transmission on BBC One or 

BBC Two and all Public Service uses associated with such 
Transmission;  

 
b) if the programme incorporating the extract is subsequently repeated on 

BBC One or BBC Two, those percentages set out in paragraph 1 of 
Schedule Two , but applied to the Extract Pro Rata Fee for each repeat 
Transmission on BBC One or BBC Two and all other Public Service 
uses associated with such repeat Transmissions; and 

 
 c) if the programme incorporating the extract is subsequently repeated on 

a Secondary Channel, 10% of the Extract Pro Rata Fee to acquire 
unlimited Transmissions on Secondary Channels for 6 or 12 month 
SCTWs as relevant in accordance with Schedule One clause 1 (c) of 
the Agreement and all other Public Services uses associated with such 
Transmissions.   

 
 d)  if the programme incorporating the extract is subsequently repeated on 

BBC Three Linear, 2.5%, 5% or 10% of the Extract Pro Rata Fee to 
acquire unlimited Transmissions on BBC Three Linear for 3, 6 or 12 
month SCTWs as relevant in accordance with Schedule One clause 1 
(d) of the Agreement and all other Public Services associated with such 
Transmissions 

 
2.4.  If the new programme in which the extract is incorporated is intended for first 

transmission on Secondary Channels the BBC shall pay the Writer:   
 

 a) the Extract Pro Rata Fee to acquire unlimited Transmissions on 
Secondary Channels for a three month SCTW and all other Public 
Service uses associated with such Transmissions. The three month 
SCTW will commence on the first Transmission of the Programme on 
the Secondary Channel; 

 
b) if the programme incorporating the extract is subsequently repeated on 

a Secondary Channel, 10% of the Extract Pro Rata Fee to acquire 
unlimited Transmissions on Secondary Channels for 6 or 12 month 
SCTWs as relevant in a

CTWs as the E

o

T
m

y repeate
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  b) an additional 30% of the Extract Pro Rata Fee to acquire: 

 i) unlimited Transmissions on BBC Three Online during a further 
five year SCTW; and 

 ii) unlimited Transmissions on third party websites. 
The five year period begins immediately following expiry of the initial 
three month SCTW. On expiry of the SCTW, there shall be no 
obligation on the BBC to takedown or break any links to content 
published by the BBC on the third party websites during the SCTW. 
 

 c) if the programme incorporating the extract is subsequently repeated on 
BBC One or BBC Two, those percentages set out in paragraph 1 of 
Schedule Two, but applied to th
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE  
 

SCHEDULE FIVE  
 

BBC COMMISSIONS: MINIMUM FEES AND ATTENDANCE PAYMENTS 
 

1. The parties to this Agreement through the auspices of the Forum shall from 
time to time agree to a minimum rate for writers which shall apply to all Scripts 
specified in clause 1 of this Agreement commissioned for a Programme to be 
Transmitted by the BBC except in the case of a Writer who has had less than 
2 hours transmitted in which case the BBC can offer a Fee of up to 20% less 
than the minimum rate.  The current minimum rates for Scripts of the type 
specified are set out below: 

 
  
       Per minute:  e.g. Per 60 minutes 

   Teleplays    £234    £14,040 

   Series     £215    £12,900 

   Dramatisations   £156    £9,360 

   Adaptations    £96    £5.760 

   Educational Drama   £141    £8.460 
 
2. The BBC shall be entitled to acquire the rights to make two broadcasts of any 

Script commissioned “back to back” for production in English and Welsh (one 
broadcast in English and one in Welsh) for 150% of the Fee. 

 
3. The rate for Scripts for EastEnders and Doctors shall be 85% of the rate for 

Scripts for Series. 
 
4. Attendance Fees 
 The daily attendance fee payable pursuant to clause 22 of the Agreement is 

£125  
 
 
N.B. The Fee is calculated by reference to the duration of the transmission slot of the 
programme. 
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE  

 
SCHEDULE SIX  

 
BBC PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
 

Television Services 
 
BBC One  
 
BBC Two  
 
BBC Three Linear 
 
BBC Four  
 
CBBC  
 
CBeebies  
 
BBC News 24  
 
BBC Parliament  
 
BBC Red Button  
 
BBC HD  
 
BBC Alba  
 
BBC Online 
 
BBC Three Online 
 
BBC Scotland  
 
BBC iPlayer  
  
 
 
Public Service Syndication 
 
The BBC Trust service licences for each of the services outlined above permit Public 
Service Syndication as described in the BBC Trust’s Statemen
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE  

 
SCHEDULE SEVEN 

 
ITV COMMISSIONS SCHEDULE  

 
Definitions applying to this Schedule 
 
“ITV Digital Channels” means the channels currently known as ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, 
ITVBe, ITV Encore, CITV and any future ITV channel 
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Please note the above specifications for ITV Digital Channels is subject to change 
and any variation to the above terms will be agreed with the Writer.  
 
2. Minimum Fees 
 
Original Teleplay rate*     £15,360 per hour slot length (pro rata) 
 
Series and Serials     





   

   42 

 
c) The Extract Fee shall permit incorporation of the extract(s) in a new  

programme and its subsequent use within the programme in all media 
worldwide in perpetuity without limitation. 

 
d)  When an extract is used within a Compilation Programme, i.e. a programme 

made up substantially of extracts from the same scripted programme
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but applied to the Extract Pro Rata Fee for each repeat Single 
Transmission on ITV1 and all uses of the new programme on the video 
on demand service currently known as ITV Player. 

 
e) For distribution of the new programme incorporating the extract: the BBC shall 

pay the Writer that fraction of the Gross Roya
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3.2  The SUA would not apply to: Scripts for Long Running Series, commissions for 
Digital Channels and Daytime commissions 

 
3.3  Where a commission for a Digital Channel is transmitted on a non-Digital 

Channel the SUA will be paid (exceptionally the Writer and the Producer may 
agree that the SUA is not payable in the event that transmission on a non-
Digital Channel is considered in the interests of re-commission). At this point a 
recoupment is made in accordance with the repeat rates listed in Schedule 
Seven.  

 

4. UK Network Television Repeats  

[i.e. repeats on Channel 4 and five]  
 
4.1  For repeat purposes television transmission hours are categorised as either 

peak, daytime, shoulder-peak or night-time. Special provisions apply to a repeat 
within 7 days of a previous transmission of the programme.  

 
 

Transmission Period 
Repeat Fee as 

percentage of  Fee 
Narrative Repeat as 
percentage of  Fee 

Peak (18.00 – 22.30) First peak repeat – 75% 
Second and subsequent  

- 100% 

56.25% / 75% 

Shoulder Peak (22.30-
23.30) 

40%

0%
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 d)  If the new programme in which the extract is incorporated is intended for first 
transmission on a non Primary Channel th
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i)   the extracts must be made availabl
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7.  Where Videograms are distributed pursuant to any further sub-licence granted 

by the BBC’s licensed distributor the royalty shall be 5% of gross revenue 
received by the BBC in respect of Videograms of the work sold. 

 
8. In respect of sales to hire libraries the Writer shall in addition to the royalties 

set out above be paid 3% of the net rental income which the BBC receives in 
respect of the hiring or renting of the said Videograms. 

 
9. Accounts: the BBC shall render to the Writer statements of all payments due 

and of the number of Videograms sold during each six month period after its 
first issue for sale to the general public delivering each such statement within 
three months of the end of the relevant period together with a remittance in 
respect of all sums shown to be due.  Unless specifically demanded no 
statements need to be rendered nor payments made in respect of any six 
month period in which the sum due to the Writer is less than £25 in which case 
the amount will be carried forward to the next accounting date.  The Writer or 
their authorised representative or agent shall upon giving the BBC prior written 
notice thereof but not more than once in any calendar year and during 
business hours only be entitled to examine the records of account relating to 
exploitation of the Videogram Rights which examination shall be at the 
expense of the Writer unless error0.000008874 0 595.5 842 re
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE  
 

SCHEDULE TWELVE  
 

CHARACTER 
 
 

“A Character” shall mean an original character, dimensionally created by the 
Writer that has an impact upon the narrative of the Programme or Series, except 
those created in accordance with a detailed, specific brief provided by the BBC. For 
the avoidance of doubt a Character would have a prominent role and would not 
include merely a generic type. Where several versions of a Character are used in a 
single episode, this shall be regarded as a single Character for the purposes of 
payment. 

A"Spin-Off” shall mean any secondary audio or audio visual exploitation of the format 
of a Series including prequels, sequels, and feature films, which make use of the 
Character but feature a different plot, storyline or setting, whether or not created by 
the Writer. 

1. Where the BBC wishes to make use of a Character outside of the Programme 
but within the Series for which it was originally created no fees will be due for 
such usage.  

fees
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE 
 

SCHEDULE THIRTEEN 
 

PENSION FUND 
 
Pension Fund 
 
A Writer who is a member of either The LifePlan Master Trust or the Writers’ Guild 
Pension Fund (and in this case is a member of The Writers’ Guild of Great Britain) 
and is the Writer of a Script commissioned under this Agreement shall be entitled to 
require the BBC to set aside an amount (“th
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1.6 In the event of terms not being agreed through the Forum in respect of a New 

Use or substantive change to an established use the issue will be referred to 
arbitration for determination, In such event the Forum shall appoint an 
arbitrator who will agree the terms of reference for the arbitration with the BBC 
and the PMA and the WGGB.  The decision of the arbitrator will be final and 
binding.  In the event that agreement cannot be reached on the appointment of 
a single arbitrator, the Arbitration, Conciliation and Advisory Service (ACAS) 
shall appoint an independent arbitrator. If it has not been possible for terms to 
be determined by agreement or arbitration before the commencement of the 
New Use or change to an established use, the BBC shall be entitled to 
commence the New Use or the change to the established use pending 
determination of the terms, provided the matter has been discussed at not 
fewer than two meetings of the Forum (including ad hoc meetings). 

 
1.7 It is agreed by the parties that the proper operation of the Agreement is 

dependent on the Forum and the parties shall therefore be obligated to 
manage the Forum in good faith. 
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SCRIPT AGREEMENT FOR TELEVISION AND ONLINE  

 
 SCHEDULE FIFTEEN   

 
DEAL MEMO 

 
WRITER: 
AGENT’S NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
TITLE OF SERIES: 
TITLE OF PROGRAMME: 
PROJECT NUMBER: 
TYPE OF WORK: 
FORMAT CREATED BY WRITER: [Yes/No] 
MODEL FORMAT TERMS APPLY: [Yes/No]  
If No See Format Agreement  
LONG RUNNING SERIES: [Yes/No] 
NUMBER OF SCRIPTS COMMISSIONED: 
DURATION: 
FEE: 
FIRST DRAFT DELIVERY DATE: 
BROADCASTER / SERVICE: 
COMMISSIONING EXECUTIVE: 
OTHER CONDITIONS: 
 
On signature by both parties of this Deal Memo: 
 
(a) The British Broadcasting Corporation (‘the BBC’) commissions, and 
 
(b) the Writer commits to write and hereby grants an assignment of the rights in 
 
the literary/dramatic work or works as specified above.  The terms of this commission 
and the assignment hereby granted are set out in the Script Agreement for Television 
and Online current at the date hereof between the BBC the Personal Managers 
Association Limited (‘PMA’) and the Writers’ Guild of Great Britain (the “WGGB”), the 
terms of which are incorporated by reference into this Deal Memo.  If any of the terms 
of this Deal Memo conflict with those of the Script Agreement for Television and 
Online, a copy of which is available from the BBC on request, the terms of this Deal 
Memo shall prevail. 
 
The Writer acknowledges that the provisions for payments to the Writer set out in the 
Script Agreement for Television and Online can be altered from time to time (in which 
case the Writer will receive the updated payment in respect of a use of the Script 
made after the alteration) or determined as set out in that Agreement fo 842 re1 307.75 276.67 Tm
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For and on behalf of the BBC By or on behalf of the Writer 
 
Date ________   Date________ 
 
 
BBC Code of Conduct & Anti Bullying and Harassment policy 
 
The BBC Code of Conduct and the Anti-bullying & harassment policy applies to all 
staff and to all freelancers contracted by the BBC, please make yourself and your 
client aware of these policies which can be accessed via :- 
 
BBC Code of Conduct: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/insidethebbc/howwework/policiesandguidelines/co
deofconduct.html 
 
Anti-bullying & harassment policy: 
http://www.downloads.bbc.co.uk/foi/classes/policies_procedures/bullying_harassmen
t_policy.pdf 
 
Personal Data 
 
The BBC, as data controller, is responsible for handling personal data You provide, 
including Your Contribution, in accordance with data protection law.  The BBC has a 
legitimate interest in using Your Contribution (i) for journalistic, artistic and literary 
purposes and in the public interest and (ii) for the performance of your contract with 
the BBC.  For information about how the BBC uses personal data and your rights visit 
www.bbc.co.uk/contributors/privacy-notice 
 
Diversity Monitoring 
 
UK broadcasters are researching diversity on their productions.  This covers diversity 
characteristics you choose to tell the broadcasters about and also how viewers might 
perceive diversity on screen. If you provide us with your e-mail address we will enter 
this in a system called Silvermouse.  You will be invited to provide, and may do so at 
your option, your diversity characteristics - gender, ethnicity, disability, age, gender 
identity and sexual orientation. The broadcaster, as data controller, is responsible for 
this data and will have access to reports compiled from it for purposes of the 
research.  Further information can be found here: 
http://creativediversitynetwork.com/diamond-contributors/.If you would prefer not to 
be included in this diversity research please let your production contact know within 7 
days of the issue date of this contract. 
 
 
Pension 
 
Under the terms of the Script Agreement for Television and Online you are entitled to 
make and to have made by the BBC on your behalf contributions to either: 
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