PYRAMID
BBC ONE, Monday 28" October, 9pm

The Great Pyramid of Giza - the mgjestic burid place of King Khufu and the only one of the Seven



The higtory of the Great Pyramid' s congtruction is told through the fictiona story of ayoung Egyptian
conscript caled Nakht. Histalesistold through drama re-congtructions shot on location in Egypt
and hisvoiceis narrated by Omar Sharif. Nakht'sworld has been created by usng the most up-to-
date research into the era of the Pyramid builders and every detail of hislifeis based on the findings
of archaeology.

“Nakht’s story provides a powerful emotiona focus enabling the viewer to engage directly with the
past,” explains Pyramid’ s Emmy award-winning producer Jonathan Stamp. “We learn of the
hardships and the great dangers of the Pyramid builders world, and aso of its comradeship and
fulfillment. By the time we have arrived at the end of Nakht's story we will understand the Pyramid
as never before”

Pyramid airs on BBC ONE on Monday 28" October, 9pm. A fully illustrated hardback book aso
accompanies the series from BBC Worldwide.

Pyramid isaBBC production for BBC ONE in association with Discovery Channd and NDR.

The Great Pyramid of Giza— A Monumental Construction
for the Ancient Egyptians

Until the building of the Eiffd Tower in Parisin 1889, the Great Pyramid reigned supreme asthe
tdlest building in the world.

The area covered by the Great Pyramid — some 13 acres - could easily accommodate the Houses of
Parliament and St Paul’ s Cathedra and ill have room to spare. The cathedras of Florence, Milan
and S Peter’sin Rome would aso dl fit comfortably insde.

The Grest Pyramid is digned with the four points of the compass with a near perfect precison. The
average deviation of the sides from their dignment to north, south, east and west isatiny fraction of a
sngle degree - just 3 minutes 6 seconds.

It originally contained approximately 2,300,000 separate blocks of stone, each weighing an average
of 2.5 tons.

According to the Turin Papyrus the whole structure was built in twenty-three years or less. Other
sources imply 30 years or even dightly more. A rough calculation based on a 10 hour working day
suggests that 34 stones (2.5 tons each) would have been laid in place every hour — thisis, dightly
more than one block every two minutes.



When it was built, the Great Pyramid rose to 481 feet (146.6 metres) — the top 31 feet (9.45
metres), including the capstone are now missing.

Itstotal weight was amost 6 million tons.

The horizonta cross section of the Pyramid is square at any level, with each side measuring
goproximately 756 feet (230.42 metres). The Sde lengths of the Pyramid are identical to within less
than 2 inches.

The four corners of the Pyramid are dmost perfect right angles and the doping angle of itsSdesisa
remarkably exactly 51 degrees 50 minutes and 40 seconds.

Some blocks were much larger than the average 2.5 tons. The limestone casing blocks which once
covered its exterior weighed 10 tons or more and there are granite blocks in the Pyramid' sinterior
known to weigh up to 50 tons.

Workers would need to have quarried just over 11,000 cubic feet (or alittle more than 300 cubic
metres) of sone every day

It is estimated that total |abour force of cutters, haulers and stone setters would have numbered
goproximately 4,000 men. The sngle largest crew of |abourers working on the Pyramid a any one
time would have been around 2,000 men.

The Story of Nakht - A Conscript’sTale

Pyramid telsthe story of the Great Pyramid through the eyes of the men who built it.

And of the many myths that surround the building of the Greet Pyramid none is more difficult to
eradicate than the bdlief that is was built by daves. 1t was arumour first put about by the Greek
historian, Herodotus, over two thousand years ago and it was cemented in the popular imagination
by films such as Cecil B De Mill’s Ten Commandments. But daves did not build the Grezat
Pyramid, willing conscripts did, and Pyramid is the story of one of them.

Nakht isnot ared historicd figure, but every aspect of hislifeisbased on red evidence: thejourney
he travels, the clothes he wears, the tasks he'sassigned. Nakht is conscripted along with his brother
Deba from atiny village near Aswan in about 2,500 BC. The two of them sail up the Nile to work
a Giza, the great desert plateau of limestone where the Great Pyramid till stands today.

Hisvoiceis read by Omar Sharif.



“It's more than forty years since the King's men came for me. They brought me to
alifel could never have imagined, to a task I've come to understand only now it is
complete...

They came for me in late summer, in the village where | was born - the only world
I had ever known. ‘In the name of the King, In the name of the King’. It was a
shout | vaguely remembered. | had heard it as a tiny boy, when they had come for
my grandfather. Now they had come for my brother - and for me...

Not one of us really knew where we going, though some pretended. Karem-ah -
the King's Official - said nothing to explain, just that we owed everything to the
King and that now we would have the chance to repay him...

We were already further from the village than | had ever been in my life. Days
and night passed like this, unchanging. Until one afternoon. It was the hottest
part of the day and so hazy that it might have been a dream. Set back in the
desert, high on the cliff, was a great triangle of stone, like a mountain, but a
mountain made by men. | shall never forget that first glimpse of the mystery to
which | was to dedicate my life. There it stood, all revealed before me, and |
could understand none of it..”

BBCi - The Pyramid Challenge

The Great Pyramid is the biggest archaeological puzzle on the planet. To accompany Pyramid,
BBCi - the BBC sinteractive service - sets the nation the Pyramid Challenge. Complete the
chdlenge and viewers have a chance of winning their own Pyramid adventure - the prizeisaunique
trip for four people to the Pyramid Complex. Theinteractive chdlenge is available to dl viewers
across dl platforms - through the main analogue broadcast, the web (bbc.co.uk/history) and via
digitd TV (digitd saellite, digitd terrestrid, and digitd cable).

The Pyramid Chalenge begins during the broadcast of Pyramid on BBC One. Hidden within the
programme is a secret - it istwo words. Viewers are asked to identify dl theliving animalsin
Pyramid and to place dl ten crestures into aword grid which is available online or via Ceefax page
195. The grid reved s the leading lights of the Great Pyramid building Site and by solving the word
puzzle viewers can enter the prize draw ether via the web, SMS or post.

The Pyramid Chdlenge continues with The Book Of Buried Pearls, the world sfirgt interactive TV
adventure story, which runs on aloop for one week after the main broadcast on digital satellite and
digita terrestrid televison.

In Pyramid Challenge - The Book of Buried Pearls, viewers are encouraged to take control
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the ancient tomb raiders of Egypt, and viewers must use their remote control to dictate what the
adventurer should do to discover the book’ s secret.

Viewers need dl their powers of observation and common sense to guide lan Wright (seasoned
adventurer from The Lonely Planet guides) through a series of chalenging Stuations in modern day
Egypt. Viewers direct him on ajourney from Aswan, deep in the south, to Saggarawhere the first
pyramid was built, and on to the Great Pyramid itsdf a Giza. There viewers face their find chdlenge
- to unlock the Pharaoh’ s hidden chamber. Those who succeed are rewarded with the Pyramid
Challenge s secret words and a chance of winning afamily holiday - to livethe adventure.  Entry is
again viathe web, SMS and post.

Devised by the same team who made the Bafta-winning Walking With Beasts Interactive, the
Pyramid Challenge isthe fira digitd cross-platform TV service that alows viewersto dictate the
dramatic outcome.

Digitd cable viewers will dso be able to take part with their own version of the Pyramid Challenge.

www.bbc.co.uk/history

Discover more about the splendours of Ancient Egypt with the BBCi History webdte.

Vigtorsto the Ste can try their luck a pyramid building, get their hands dirty in the mummification
game and explore a recongtruction of the Great Pyramid complex.

A dedicated message board, hosted by the renowned archaeologist John Romer, will continue the
“how do they know that? debate, inevitably provoked by the programme.

Leading authorities will investigate the innermost thoughts of the ancient Egyptians, whose hopes,
fears and anxieties were remarkably smilar to our own. Desgth, hedlth and rdligion are anongst the
subjects explored in the thought- provoking feature articles.

From King Khufu to Cleopatra, visitors can get the lowdown on the movers and shakers of Ancient
Egypt. Photo gdleries will present adazzling array of mummified cats, tomb paintings of the gods
and awe-inspiring pyramids. Hieroglyphic postcards will be afun way of kegping in contact with
fdlow Egypt fans.

The BBCi higtory webgte hasits own verson of the Pyramid Chalenge, dong with full details of
how to win aholiday to Egypt across dl platforms.

Timeline of Ancient Egypt

Late Predynastic Period



3100



3% |ntermediate Period (21%-25" Dynasties)
1075-715BC
Disunity and Libyan settlement in Egypt



Pyramid looks at some of the less orthodox theories of pyramidologists and considers how the






Book of Money. His work for the BBC includes films on Anthony Burgess, George Eliot and



