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Black Flash – 
A Century Of British 
Black Footballers 

Black Flash is a major feature documentary charting the epic story of nearly 120 years
of black involvement in professional football in Britain. From the eccentric Victorian
Arthur Wharton, the original “fastest man in the world” who, bizarrely, kept goal for
Preston North End in 1886, to Pele, whose inspirational performances at the 1970
World Cup inspired a generation of the UK’s aspiring young black footballers, from
John Barnes to Ian Wright and beyond.  

A story long overdue in telling, Black Flash takes an in-depth look at the development
of football, juxtaposing general developments in British race relations with happenings
on the football pitch.  

With as many as six black players turning out for England at any one time, this film
aims to show how, driven by an indefatigable will to win, generations of black players
have overcome racist abuse, stereotyping and marginalisation, not only to make their
mark on the national sport, but to entertain millions of football fans in the process.

To accompany Black Flash BBC Four presents a season of programmes that
look at “the beautiful game” from fresh perspectives and with new insights.
See overleaf for more highlights.
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Fascism And Football

This compelling documentary explores how the three most prominent Fascist
dictators of the 20th century, Mussolini, Hitler and Franco, seized upon football’s
massive popular appeal and ruthlessly exploited it as a vehicle for Fascist 
propaganda. Using rare archive footage, eminent historians and trenchant 
contributions and testimonies from world-class players, past and present, 
the film reveals the dark side of the beautiful game in Europe.

The history of football was changed forever by the intervention of Europe’s
key historical figures who stopped at nothing in trying to secure the success of
their teams. Fascism And Football exposes extraordinary cases of corruption,
sabotage, intimidation and even alleged murder that changed the lives of the
sport’s most high-profile players and the course of European politics. 

The film reveals how Franco manipulated Spanish superclub Real Madrid to
cement himself in power and win popular support for his regime; shows 
how the 1936 Berlin Olympics were merely a propaganda spectacle on 
behalf of the Nazis; and investigates the case of Austrian star footballer
Mathias Sindelar who died in suspicious circumstances after refusing to 
play for the German national side. The film also examines allegations that
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Days That Shook The World

Days That Shook The World is a new series that juxtaposes
key moments in history, examining each step by step and
drawing fascinating parallels across time.

Disasters, discoveries, assassinations and decisive moments
in conflict are documented and elucidated throughout the
course of this new series, from the first powered flight 
in 1903 to Nelson Mandela’s release from Robben Island 
in 1990.

Other Days That Shook The World include the assassinations
of the Romanovs, Martin 


