
SILENT WITNESS - THE FALL OUT - PART ONE OF TWO 

1 

BBC Post Production Release Script 

LDXA651A 

 

TX DATE 28/09/2002 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SILENT WITNESS 

 

 

³7+(�)$//�287´�SDUW�� 

 

 

POST PRODUCTION SCRIPT 

 

 

[tape number: BKD 7201] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEPT 2002





SILENT WITNESS - THE FALL OUT - PART ONE OF TWO 

3 

 

 Richard: Just hold on 

 

10:01:01 

 

Cut back to Sam and Leo, walking Leo: I can think of cheaper places to live than 

 here 

 

 Sam: Well, Sheffield for one, but you'd have been 

 mad to turn the job down 

 

 Leo: Oh, no, you're right.  The position, the 

 prestige, the bedsit 

 

New Scene 10:01:12 

 

Cut to our pov looking at the back of a van 

driver's head 

 

New Scene 10:01:16 

 

Cut to our pov from his passenger seat 

 

New Scene 10:01:17 

 

Cut to our pov from the road, looking at the 

BMW 

 

New Scene 10:01:19 

 

Cut to inside the BMW.  Their journey is Mick: Alright 

urgent.  They speed up 

 

New Scene 10:01:22 

 

Cut back to Sam and Leo, still walking Sam: How's your daughter, is it Tessie? 

 

 Leo: Cassie.  She's fine about it 

 

 Sam: How old is she 

 

 Leo: Eleven 

 

New Scene 10:01:28 

 

Cut to a group of students walking, drunken, 

having a good time 

 

New Scene 10:01:33 
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Cut back to Sam and Leo.  Now aware of people 

running and shouting, busyness that we can't see Leo: Who do you reckon's in charge here 

 

 Sam: Well look out for a traffic seargeant.  They 

 normally take control 

 

New Scene 10:01:41 

 

Cut to Emma Charlston in the passenger seat of 

a Merc.  She looks at the driver who we can't 

see.  She's is obviously very unhappy.  She 

undoes her seatbelt and reaches into the back Emma: Do you want a fag? 

 

 

New Scene 10:01:51 

 

Cut back to Sam and Leo as they meet up with Harding: Seargeant Terry Harding 

a police officer 

 Sam: Are you traffic investigation unit? 

 

 Harding: That's us 

 

Introductions Sam: Dr Leo Dalton.  I'm Professor Sam Ryan 

 

New Scene 10:01:59 

 

Cut back to Ash.  Yawning 

 

New Scene 10:02:02 
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Cut back to van driver.  Concerned.  Watching 

behind him.  Grabs his mobile 

 

BMW overtakes at high speed 

 

Van driver fumbles and drops his phone 

 

BMW swerves in front of truck 

 

Ash falls asleep 

 

Red traffic light 

 

Drunken students crossing road.  Look in 

horror at the truck which doesn't stop 

 

Cut back to Emma - no seatbelt - screaming. 

Moment of impact.  Her head hits the dashboard 

 

Cut to cars swerving.  BMW cutting in.  John 

shouting.  Family in panic as Paul tries desperately 

to stop 

 

Title Music in 10:02:36 - Specially Composed - Duration 00:43 

Front Credits Start 10:02:40 

 

AMANDA BURTON 

in 

 

SILENT WITNESS 

 

WILLIAM GAMINARA 

 

TOM WARD 

 

LIA WILLIAMS 

 

CHRISTOPHER FULFORD 

 

New Scene 10:03:15 

 

Sam, Leo and Harding walking.  Shouting. Leo: Bit of a mess 

Lights.  Sam's face 

 Harding: Bloody great mess 

 

THE FALL OUT 

By Tony McHale 

 

Pan around to the scene of an accident.  Twisted, 

and torn vehicles piled against eachother.  The 
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 Nick: It wasn't my fault 

 

There's a huge open wound in his thigh Karen: You're gonna need stitches.  This is a 

 mess 

 

New Scene 10:08:50 
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 Rosemary: You sure? 

 

 Harry: One of us has to have a social life 

Rosemary leaves 

 Reporter: Cutting aparatus has been used to free 

 people from the wreckage and the emergency 

Harry switches off the tv services.... 

 

New Scene 10:11:12 

 

In the mortuary cutting room, Harry and two 

technicians are cleaning up.  The phone rings Harry: Hello.  Hi Leo.  An arm without a body.  

 Is this the crash?  I take it there's more than just 

 an arm then.  Really? 

 

New Scene 10:11:39 

 

Sam and Leo arrive at her flat Sam: Come on in 

 

Appreciates the decor Leo: Ooh, now I know what I'm aiming for.  This 

 is nice 

 

 Sam: Do you fancy a drink 

 

 Leo: I'd kill for a beer 

 

 Sam: In the fridge, in the kitchen.  Could you get 

 me one too 

 

 Leo: Sure 

 

 Sam: I just want to make a quick call, see what I 

 can find out about DCI Deacon 

 

 Leo: She seemed alright to me 
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Sam and Harry continue to her office Harry: This arm?  What's that about? 

 

 Sam: I'm not sure 

 

 Harry: It's suspicious though? 

 

 Sam: I think an arm without a body is definitely 

 suspicious 

 

 Harry: Do you mind if I work on it?  It can go 

 towards my exam 

 

New Scene 10:15:23 

 

A police car approaches a block of nice looking 

riverside dwellings 

 

New Scene 10:15:27 

 

Inside Karen and Nick's home.  Johnson can 

be seen outside as he knocks on the door. 

Karen answers.  She doesn't invite him in Johnson: Detective Sargeant Johnson, 

 Metropolitan Police.  Does a Nicholas Connors 

 live here? 

 

 Karen: He's at work 

 

 Johnson: Are you Mrs Connors? 

 

 Karen: That's right 

 

 Johnson: You are no doubt aware that last night 

 your husband's car was involved in a traffic 

 accident 

 

 Karen: No 

 

 Johnson: At about nine o'clock? 

 

 Karen: It's nothing to do with Nick.  He was with 

 me 

 

 Johnson: The car is a Mercedes registered in your 

 husband's name 

 

 Karen: Oh, no, wait, he came home by taxi last 

 night.  So, I don't know 

 

 Johnson: Where does he work.  We'd like to 

 speak to him 



SILENT WITNESS - THE FALL OUT - PART ONE OF TWO 

15 

 

New Scene 10:16:06 

 

Sam and Harry look at photos of the arm Sam: Do you notice anything? 

 

 Harry: Tissues look discoloured 

 

 Sam: They are 

 

 Harry: I don't get it.  That means that it can't be 

 the result of the crash 

 

 Sam: Exactly 

 

 Harry: I thought the body must still be in the 

 wreckage somewhere 

 

 Sam: No.  It's a rogue arm.  It doesn't belong to 

 anybody.  So I'm going to radiograph it and keep 

 it intact and hopefully we'll find a match.  Can 

 you ring round mortuaries, hospitals, find out if 

 they've had anyone in with a missing arm 

 

 Harry: Yeah, sure 

 

New Scene 10:16:38 

 

Police station.  Deacon enters reception where 

John Brent is waiting for her Deacon: Mr Brent? 

 

 John: That's right 

 

 Deacon: Would you like to come through 

 

New Scene 10:16:49 

 

Sam's office.  Harry's on the phone.  Leo has Harry: Yeah, anything at all 

just arrived 

 Sam: I'm just about to make a start on these 

 bodies 

 

 Leo: Give me five minutes and I'll be with you.  

 Who are we kicking off with? 

 

 Sam: The two unidentified ones 

 

 Leo: Two? 

 

 Sam: The girl driving the Merc.  No ID 
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 Leo: Can't we put a trace on the car registration? 

 

 Sam: It wasn't her car 

 

Finishes phone conversation Harry: Yeah.  Okay, thanks anyway 

 

 Sam: I'll take her, you take the fire victim.  The 

 teeth should be intact at least 

 

Picks up the photos Leo: What about this arm 

 

 Harry: I've tried the other mortuaries and half a 

 dozen hospitals.  So far, no joy 

 

 Leo: Probably something very obvious 

 

 Sam: I wish I had your optimism 

 

Music in 10:17:22 - Specially Composed - Duration 00:28 

New Scene 10:17:23 

 

John Brent is giving his statement.  Intercut John: I couldn't believe what I was seeing.  It was 

with flashbacks of the accident insane.  I felt the impact push me forward, and 

 my truck's a big vehicle.  Then there was this 

 other impact and we moved forward again.  I 

 didn't know 'til later it was a family.  Two kids, 

 that right? 

 

 Deacon: That's right 

 

 John: I didn't know that.  Not at the time 

 

 Deacon: Anything else? 

 

 John: No.  Nothing else 

 

 Deacon: Alright.  Thanks 

 

 John: Do I have to record it, My statement? 

 

 Deacon: No.  We only do that when we're 

 questioning people 

 

Perplexed John: Have I got to sign anything? 

 

 Deacon: Not just at the moment 

 

Music in 10:18:15 - Specially Composed - Duration 00:40 

 

 Deacon: I'll get you to come back at a later date, 
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 Nick: Eight-thirty, nine.  I always have a few 

 drinks when I work late 

 

 Johnson: How did you get home? 

 

 Nick: Taxi 

 

 Johnson: Well, thanks for your time Mr Connors.  

 We'll let you know when we've finished with 

 your car, so your insurance people can take over 

 

 Nick: Thanks.  You don't mind if I don't see you 

Picks up the phone out do you?  Got a client chomping at the bit 

 

 Johnson: No, sure 

Nick watches Johnson leave then hangs up the 

phone.  His secretary needs help Rachel: Nick? 

 

 Nick: Yeah? 

 

 Rachel: I've got a problem getting the print outs 

 for the end of the month 

 

 Nick: Why? 

 

 Rachel: Emma hasn't shown and I don't know her 

Nick stands, grimacing with pain. password 

He goes to Emma's desk and picks up her 

handbag Nick: Call her at home.  Find it out 

 

Music in 10:21:37 - Specially Composed - Duration 01:00 

 

Flash back to Emma in the passenger seat of 

the Merc.  Cut back to Nick then back to the Emma: Want a cigarette?  Sure? 
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body.  Sam notices and gives him a warning 

look.  He must carry on Harry: which is the probable cause of death.  

 There is severe bruising all around the wound, 

 suggesting it was caused by some object 

 impacting on the chest area 
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 Deacon: Is he up to doing a post mortem? 

 

 Sam: He spent five years training as a doctor, a 

 year in extremely difficult circumstances in a 

 hospital and a further three years in 

 histopathology.  I think he'll handle it 

Leo glances up, he's overheard.  Deacon gives 

him a smile.  Sam continues with her work Sam: The right kidney and liver have been 

 damaged on impact and have suffered massive 

 internal bleeding.  I would say she was 

 approximately eight weeks pregnant 

 

 Deacon: Pregnant? 

 

 Sam: Which means there's a father somewhere 

 

New Scene 10:26:02 
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 facial damage becomes a natural progression 

 

 Deacon: Anything that might identify the burnt 

 corpse? 

 

 Leo: Not as yet, no.  But we've always got the 

 teeth.  So, it's the burnt corpse you're interested 

 in, is it? 

 

 Deacon: Not exactly 

 

 Leo: Any news on the arm? 

 

 Deacon: We have a possible lead.  I think it'll turn 

 out to be something or nothing.  Professor 

 Ryan.... 

 

 Leo: What about her? 

 

 Deacon: Nothing

Leo: Any news on the ar
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 that no-one could have done that



SILENT WITNESS - THE FALL OUT - PART ONE OF TWO 

24 

 

Nikolla is approaching the hospital.  She is 

alone 

 

New Scene 10:31: 21 

 

Harry and Sam look at photos of teeth Sam: What happened in there? 

 

 Harry: Nothing 

 

 Sam: Was it because it was a child? 

 

 Harry: No.  It was because one of those guys 

 winked at me.  Wouldn't mind normally but in the 

 middle of a post mortem 

 

 Sam: I was actually being serious Harry 

 

 Harry: Sorry 

 

 Sam: Because if you have a problem we need to 

 sort it out 

 

 Harry: I don't have a problem 

 

 Sam: It's just, most people do, the first time they 

Knock on the door do an autopsy on a child.  You can ask Leo.  Yes 

Harry and Sam are both annoyed at the intrusion 

Rosemary enters closely followed by Rosemary: Professor Ryan, sorry, a DCI Deacon 

Deacon who doesn't wait to be shown into 

the office Deacon: Thought you'd like to know we think 

 we've identified the pregnant woman.  Emma 

 Charleston.  It would appear she took her boss's 

 car without telling him 

 

 Sam: She hasn't been positively identified 

 

 Deacon: No.  We're getting one of her work 

 colleagues in, but it looks like it's her.  When she 

 didn't show up for work this morning the firm did 

 a bit of ringing around.  Her boss put two and two 

 together 

 

 Sam: The boss whose car it was? 

 

 Deacon: That's right.  Young girl, powerful car, 

 obviously couldn't handle it 

 

 Sam: You think she might have been carrying a 

 spare arm as well? 
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New Scene 10:34:42 
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Hangar office.  Harding at computer.  Photos Harding: At the moment we're only assuming 

of the accident all over the walls this is the order they were travelling in.  I mean, 

 in theory the van could have been following the 

 BM, but I don't think so 

 

 Sam: Has the driver of the BM been questioned 

 yet? 

 

 Harding: Still in intensive care.  And both the 

 drivers of the other two vehicles are dead 

Harding shows her a computer simulation of 

the accident as they currently see it Sam: Something must have happened to trigger 

 off the chain of events 

 

He points to a photo of the whiskey half Harding: And there's always this of course.  I'm 

bottle on the seat of the Merc waiting to hear if she was over the limit or not 

 

 Sam: Is that the Merc? 

 

 Harding: Yeah 

 

 Sam: That wasn't there.  That bottle 

 

 Harding: Sorry? 

 

Music in 10:36:26 - Specially Composed - Duration 00:22 

 

 Sam: The night of the crash, there was no bottle.  

Harding's disbelief I swear, it wasn't there 

 

 Harding: It must have been.  She was driving too 

 close.  Booze impaired her judgement.  She 

 slammed on the brakes, couldn't stop and 

 careered straight into the side of the artic 

 

 Sam: No, whatever happened, that wasn't it 

 

 Harding: You don't know that 

 

 Sam: I do, because she wasn't driving 

 

New Scene 10:36:42 

 

Back at the surveillance operation Johnson: Deacon thinks the next drop off will be 

 soon, maybe within the next four or five days 

 

 Wakely: I hope so, I'm sick of this gaf 

 

He sits in front of the camera Wakely: Sarge 

Mehmet is talking on his mobile.  Wakely takes 
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 Harding: Yeah, yeah, so she's way off with that.  

 But, I have to agree with her on one thing, it's 

Deacon has arrived outside Sam's office.  She unlikely the girl was driving 

stops at Rosemary's desk, haning up her phone 

 Deacon: I'd like to speak with Professor Ryan 

 please 

 

 Rosemary: Do you want to barge in or shall I 

 introduce you this time? 

 

 Deacon: Sorry, we ovbviously got off on the 

 wrong foot.  DCI Deacon 

 

Rosemary picks up the phone and dials Rosemary: I went out with a policeman once.  

 Nice man.  (into phone) Professor Ryan, there's a 

Deacon heads for Sam's office DCI Deacon here to see you 

 

New Scene 10:40:15 

 

Sam's office Sam: Emma Charlteston wasn't driving that car 

 

 Deacon: So who was? 

 

 Sam: Probably a man 

 

 Deacon: You couldn't give me his name could 

 you? 

 

 Sam: Is there any reason why you chose not to 

 tell me about the blood found in the car? 

 

 Deacon: It's being analysed 

 

 Sam: So, we don't yet know if there's a match? 

 

 Deacon: You'll be told when we get the results 

 

 Sam: Is there anything else useful I might be told 

 in the future 

 

 Deacon: No.  And if I'd known this was gonna be 

 such a big deal you'd have been informed sooner 

 

 Sam: You were there at that girl's PM, you knew 

 about this 

 

 Deacon: That's right 

 

 Sam: Why has it taken you so long to do anything 

 about it? 
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She leaves, irritating smile Deacon: It's not my shout.  It's traffic 

 

New Scene 10:41:06 

 

Nick arrives home.  Karen is drinking wine Nick: Sorry I'm late, called into the doctors 

 

 Karen: Right 

 

 Nick: Cleaned it up a bit, gave me a jab.  Said I 

 should have had stitches 

 

 Karen: Did you tell him how you did it? 

 

 Nick: Just said I fell, left it at that 

 

 Karen: And he didn't want to know anything else? 

 

 Nick: Pay to go privately, they don't ask 

 

 Karen: Convenient.  You've always liked things 

 to be convenient haven't you Nick?  Is that why 

 we didn't have any kids?  They'd be inconvenient 

 

 Nick: Don't start Karen 

 

 Karen: They'd have got in the way of your life 
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 tomorrow, they're been away on holiday 

 

 Sam: Not a nice thing to come back to 

 

New Scene 10:42:48 

 

Sam comes out of her office.  Leo meets her in Leo: Sam, this is the right hand of Mick Stevens, 

the hallway.  They walk together the guy who died in the BMW 

 

 Sam: His wife's here now 

 

 Leo: I think he's been in a fight, so do the police.  

 Deacon thinks it could have been road rage prior 

 to the accident happening, possibly with the 

 driver of the Merc 

 

 Sam: The driver of the Merc's probably male 

 

 Leo: Yeah, Deacon said, well it kind of makes 

 sense doesn't it.  I mean, if there was some kind 

 of a punch up it was probably between two guys 

 

 Sam: What else did Deacon tell you? 

 

 Leo: Just that they're bringing in the owner of the 

 Merc for questioning.  He could be the missing 

 piece in the jigsaw 

 

 Sam: I don't thinkg so 

 

 Leo: Why not? 

 

 Sam: The missing piece is the arm, unless the 

 driver of the Mercedes confesses to collecting 

 spare limbs as his hobby 

 

New Scene 10:43:32 

 

Karen joins Nick in the living room Karen: Who's Emma Charleston? 

 

 Nick: Sorry? 

 

 Karen: She was in the crash, she was identified 

 today.  It says here she works for Computer 

 Travel Technologies which, coincidence upon 

 coincidence, just happens to be your company.  

 Did you seriously think that I'd never find out, 

 that nobody would ever mention it or it wouldn't 

 come up at an inquest 

 





SILENT WITNESS - THE FALL OUT - PART ONE OF TWO 

34 

 

Cut back to the gym, Deacon picks up her Deacon: We're going to have to cover our backs 

phone then.  (into phone) Get me Doctor Leo Dalton's 

 number would you 

 

New Scene 10:45:52 

 

Cut back to Sam and Laura Laura: I didn't even know he was working.  I 

 thought he was just going to the pub 

 

 Sam: He was working that night? 

 

 Laura: Yes, with Richard, they were a team 

 

 Sam: What did they do for a living? 

 

 Laura: You don't know? 

 

 Sam: It never came up, what they did 

 

Sam's reaction.  Laura enters the lift 
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 you too.  Yeah, yeah, I'll call you tomorrow.  

 Night, night 

 

Hangs up and opens door Leo: Sam 

 

 Sam: Hi 

 

 Leo: Nice to see you.  Come in 

 

 Sam: Thank you 

 

 Leo: Welcome to my mansion 

 

 Sam: Well, it's different 

 

 Leo: Euphemism for cheap.  Do you want a 

 drink? 

 

 Sam: No thanks 

 

 Leo: Is this business or pleasure? 

 

 Sam: Strictly business, so don't worry, you're 

 safe.  I've just been with Laura Stevens, husband 

 Mick Stevens, and she says Mick and Richard 

 Barrett, the two guys in the BMW, they were 

 police officers 

 

 Leo: Yeah, I know, Carol Deacon rang and told 

 me 

 

 Sam: Oh, well, did she say why she hadn't 

 mentioned it before 

 

 Leo: They were from some different force or 

 division or something.  She only just found out 

 herself 

 

 Sam: I don't believe her.  I don't think that's right.  

 That's not ethical, I mean, that's like us 

 withholding information from the police 

 

 Leo: But they're not withholding information 

 

 Sam: No, but they chose when to tell us.  I mean, 

 there's a possibility that Laura Stevens might say 

 something.  I think they're just covering 

 themselves 

 

 Leo: I think we're getting a bit carried away here 
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 aren't we?  I mean, when I was in Sheffield I had 

 a very good relationship with the police service 
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New Scene 10:50:47 

 

 Deacon: From the tachograph, John Brent, car 

 transport driver, good guy, Ash Williams, artic 

 driver, bad guy 

 

 Leo: He was over his hours was he? 

 

 Deacon: Well over.  He'd had just under three 

 hours rest in thirty-six 

 

Spots Sam in the hallway Leo: Sam!  Have you got a minute?  DCI Deacon 

 has some information for us 

 

 Sam: Oh, about the two police officers? 

 

 Deacon: No.  More interesting 

 

 Sam: I thought the policemen were very 

 interesting.  Do you know what the case was they 

 were working on 

 

 Deacon: I didn't know they were on a case 

 

 Sam: Laura Stevens thought they were 

 

 Deacon: I think they were just out for a drink 

 

 Sam: In an unmarked police car? 

 

 Deacon: We're still waiting for an update 

 

 Leo: This is to do with the tachographs in the 

 HGVs.  The artic driver had done well over his 

 hours 

 

 Sam: Not really our area I would have thought.  

 (to Deacon) Or yours for that matter 

 

 Deacon: Just trying to keep you abreast of things 

 

 Leo: They've also traced the burnt out van 

 

 Deacon: Yes, apparently it was hired in Milan by 

 an Afrim Kalikani, an Albanian 

 

 Sam: Is that who the burnt body is? 

 

Deacon's phone rings.  She moves away to Deacon: Possible.  Excuse me 

answer it 
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Music in 10:51:58 - Specially Composed - Duration 00:30 

New Scene 10:52:01 

 

Paul is viewing Holly's body 

 

New Scene 10:52:16 

 

Harry sits outside the room listen to Paul's sobs 

 

New Scene 10:52:22 

 

Sam follows Deacon into the hallway Deacon: I have to go 

 

 Sam: Have we matched the teeth yet? 

 

 Deacon: Terry Harding, Traffic Investigation, not 

 my domain 

 

 Sam: Seems to me, your domain is whatever you 

 want it to be at the time 

 

 Deacon: As for the Merc owner, Traffic are going 

 to need a bit more than your theory to prove he 

 was at the scene 

 

 Sam: What about the blood you told me was 

 being analysed from the front of the car? 

 

 Deacon: They're still working on it 

 

 Sam: Well thank goodness it's just urgent, not 

They separate.  Leo's been watching from the imperative 

office 

 

New Scene 10:52:53 

 

Harry brings Paul some water Harry: Any more news on your wife 

 

 Paul: Kelly? 

 

 Harry: Yeah 

 

 Paul: No 

 

 Harry: Have the doctors given any indication of 

 

 Paul: No 

 

 Harry: It's sometimes difficult.  I worked as a 
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